


Accidents involving motor vehicles accounted for nearly 
40 percent of all damage mishaps at NASA locations 
between 2009 and 2011. Most were minor accidents 
caused by vehicles backing up and hitting another vehicle 
or a stationary object. But there have been fatalities and 
serious injuries on or near NASA sites, including a fatality 
in July 2012.

While traffic deaths at the Agency are rare, transportation 
mishaps are not. Because the number of damage 
mishaps is so high, this study looked at all of NASA’s 475 
transportation incidents (mishaps and close calls) from 
2009 to 2011. The majority of those incidents fell into two 
categories: vehicle-to-vehicle collisions and vehicles 
running into stationary objects. 
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Of all the transportation incidents at NASA between 
2009 and 2011, 91 percent involved vehicles hitting 
other vehicles or stationary objects. 
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Beyond the NASA Gate...
NASA wants you to be safe wherever you are traveling and in whatever type of vehicle you use. Safe-driving 
practices should be followed while you’re on NASA property, on your daily commute and on your own time. 

If all NASA employees drive safely, there will be fewer transportation incidents, along with the physical, 
emotional and financial costs. Probably the most important safety tip to follow is to stay focused. Don’t let 
distractions make you a traffic statistic…or a NASA transportation mishap. 

DRIVING SAFELY IS EVERYONE’S MISSION

RESOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION ON TRANSPORTATION SAFETY:

NASA Safety Center
Case of Interest: The Killer in your Pocket: Distracted Driving nsc.nasa.gov/Articles/CasesOfInterest/

Case of Interest: Low Speed, High Impact: GEM Carts nsc.nasa.gov/Articles/CasesOfInterest/

NASA Transportation Safety Video nsc.nasa.gov/Videos/

U.S. Government
Federal Highway Administration/Department of Transportation fhwa.dot.gov

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration nhtsa.gov

National Transportation Safety Board ntsb.gov

Official U.S. Government Website for Distracted Driving Distraction.gov

Safety Organizations
American Automobile Association/Foundation for Traffic Safety aaafoundation.org

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety iihs.org

National Safety Council nsc.org

Network of Employers for Traffic Safety trafficsafety.org

University (Study Cited)
VTTI Naturalistic Driving Studies (2009) vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2009/07/2009-571.html

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

NASA Safety Center
22800 Cedar Point Road
Cleveland, OH 44142

216.433.9672
http://nsc.nasa.gov 
nasa-nsc@nasa.gov




